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OUTCOME OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE EXPERT GROUP ON FOLLOW-UP OF NATIONAL 

PROGRESS TOWARDS REACHING BSAP NUTRIENT REDUCTION TARGETS (HELCOM LOAD) 

 

INTRODUCTION   

0.1 In accordance with decisions of HELCOM LOAD 6/2013 (paragraph 7.2, Minutes of the 
Meeting), and HELCOM MONAS 19/2013 (paragraph 6.41 Minutes of the Meeting), the Seventh 
Meeting of the Expert Group on follow-up of national progress towards reaching BSAP nutrient 
reduction targets (HELCOM LOAD 7/2014) was held at the premises of the Ministry for 
Environmental Protection and Regional Development of the Republic of Latvia in Riga, Latvia on 12-
14 March 2014. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by all Contracting Parties except for the European Union. The 
Meeting was also attended by the Data Consultants from Meteorological Synthesizing Centres EMEP 
MSC-E, EMEP MSC-W, and Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) as well as the invited guest from 
Baltic Nest Institute (BNI) Sweden. The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was welcomed by Mr. Rolands Bebris on behalf of the host, Ministry for 
Environmental Protection and Regional Development of the Republic of Latvia. He highlighted the 
importance of the work of HELCOM LOAD to assess pollution loads to the Baltic Sea and follow-up on 
the progress towards reaching the HELCOM nutrient reduction targets and expressed the intention of 
Latvia to increase its involvement in the work. 

0.4 The main issues of the Meeting were to consider and discuss the follow-up of the 
revised HELCOM nutrient reduction scheme, in particular national progress towards achieving 
country-wise nutrient reduction targets, the elaboration of a core pressure indicator on nutrient 
inputs, as well as progress with the PLC-5.5, PLC-6 and PLUS projects. The Meeting also had a 
thematic half-day session dedicated to issues related to atmospheric deposition on Friday 14 March 
2014 (Agenda Item 9).  

0.5 The Meeting was chaired by Mr. Lars M. Svendsen, Denmark, Chair of HELCOM LOAD. 
Mr. Mikhail Durkin, HELCOM Professional Secretary and Ms. Minna Pyhälä, HELCOM Assisting 
Professional Secretary, acted as secretaries of the Meeting. 

 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the provisional agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

 

Agenda Item 2  Information by Chairman, Secretariat and Contracting Parties 

Documents: 2-1, 2-2, 2-3 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the recent Jubilee session to celebrate 40 years since the 
signing of the first Helsinki Convention, which was held on 5 March 2014 in Helsinki, Finland. The 
Meeting noted that the presentations and jubilee video are available on the HELCOM website. 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting 
(document 2-1) and agreed to make use of the information when discussing the relevant issues 
during the Meeting. 

2.3 The Meeting took note of the relevant outcomes from HELCOM meetings and 
workshops and agreed to make use of the information when discussing the relevant issues during the 

http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/meetings/helcom-40-years/jubilee-speakers-and-presenters/
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Meeting (document 2-3). The Meeting also took note of information about the outcome of the 35th 
annual meeting of the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM 35/2014).  

2.4 The Meeting took note of the information presented by Poland at HELCOM 35-2014 on 
the final stage of national consultations on the revised Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) Country 
Allocated Reduction Targets (CARTs) taking place in Poland, still to be considered at the level of the 
Council of Ministers. HELCOM 35-2014 stressed the importance of finalizing the nutrient reduction 
targets consultation process, taking into account other ongoing national processes, e.g., on setting 
targets under relevant frameworks, such as the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) and Marine 
Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). HELCOM 35-2014 called upon Poland to strengthen their 
efforts to finalize the adoption of the CARTs as soon as possible. 

2.5 The Meeting took note of the roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach 
being developed and maintained by HELCOM GEAR (document 2-2), especially the items related to 
the work of HELCOM LOAD. 

2.6 The Meeting took note of the discussions during recent Head of Delegations (HODs) and 
HELCOM 35-2014 related to streamlining of HELCOM’s work and that the aim is to focus HELCOM 
work through prioritization, clarifying responsibilities, seeking for synergies with other organizations 
and frameworks and avoiding overlaps. The streamlining involves reorganization of the HELCOM 
structure, improved efficiency of HELCOM work and better coordination with national and other 
international processes. Further information about the streamlining process is described in HELCOM 
35/2014 documents 3-3 (Directions and solutions for streamlined HELCOM activities) and 3-4 (A 
proposal for the renewed working structure of HELCOM)  as well as Annex 2 of the outcome of 
HELCOM 35/2014. The Meeting noted that HELCOM 35-2014 was able to finalize the revision of new 
HELCOM structure, except for one proposed Working Group (combining current HELCOM MONAS 
and HABITAT).  

2.7 The Meeting took note of the agreement reached at HELCOM 35-2014 that HELCOM 
LOAD will be merged with HELCOM LAND to form a new permanent Working Group on 
inputs/pressures and that the new group will be a scientific-technical group focusing on inputs from 
land-based sources and follow-up of the BSAP nutrient reduction scheme whereas the Agricultural 
Group will continue to deal with specific measures dealing with inputs from agriculture. This 
‘INPUTS/PRESSURES’ Working Group will be responsible for continuing the tasks of LAND and LOAD, 
including e.g. advising on implementation of land-based pollution related provisions of the 1992 
Helsinki Convention, BSAP, relevant recommendations, etc.; coordinating monitoring of inputs, 
identifying emerging issues and follow-up on remaining pollution hot spots and global commitments, 
sharing Best Available Techniques and Best Environmental Practices. 

2.8 The Meeting noted the view of Germany, based on similar streamlining experience 
within OSPAR, that pressure and state work should be better interlinked rather than separated to 
different groups to facilitate the participation of experts who deal with both pressures and status in 
meetings. Germany expressed that ideally the streamlining of the vertical structure should have been 
addressed to avoid consideration of same matters at project, scientific, expert, managerial and policy 
levels (e.g. PLC-related matters).  

2.9 The Meeting stressed the need to keep the role of the Inputs/Pressures group in 
assessing inputs from all sources (both point and diffuse) and in identifying priority issues requiring 
pollution reduction measures, while the Agriculture Group would focus on developing respective 
policy response/measures. The Meeting felt that the tasks for these different groups, as well as their 
interconnection, should be made very clear in the terms of reference. 

2.10 The Meeting was of the view that the Input/Pressure Working  Group should be focused 
on the scientific-technical expertise rather than the managerial side in order to be able to continue 
focusing on the work with assessing nutrient inputs to the sea and follow-up of progress towards the 
BSAP maximum allowable inputs (MAI) and CART. 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55881.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55724.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55729.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55881.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55881.pdf
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2.11 The Meeting noted that the new working structure, as well as the Terms of Reference 
(ToR) for the subsidiary bodies are planned to be enforced after completion of the streamlining 
process and ToRs and Working Programmes will be adopted at the meeting of HELCOM HOD 
46/2014 (to be held on 16-17 September 2014). The Meeting also noted the possibility to provide 
comments to the draft ToR of the Working Groups via national Heads of Delegation, as agreed by 
HELCOM 35/2014. 

2.12 The Meeting took note of information by Contracting Parties of national activities of 
relevance to the Meeting. 

− Denmark informed that three large modelling activities (catchment including 
groundwater, lakes water and marine models) that were initiated in 2013 should be 
finalize in 2014. They are mainly being developed to support WFD and MSFD 
assessments and follow-ups 

− Estonia informed that they are taking actions towards having information about 
nitrogen and phosphorus inputs in each water body, as well set limit values and have 
measures towards reducing nutrients for each water body 

− Finland informed that they are developing a source apportionment modelling 
approach and will compare it with the mass balance approach used previously 

− Germany has revised their Water Framework Directive (WFD) target values and 
reference values for chlorophyll-a and nutrient concentrations also taking into 
consideration harmonization with TARGREV targets  

− Lithuania is preparing the SWAT model for calculating diffuse inputs 

− Poland has finalized the PLC-6 monitoring during 2012, reporting has been carried 
out using the PLC-5 reporting format and the data will be submitted to the Data 
Manager during 2014. 

− Sweden informed that there will be a DG-ENV project on riverine inputs of litter to 
the marine environment (Marine litter). The Swedish river Dalälven will probably be one 
out of four European rivers in the project. The other three will be the Rhine, Danaube, 
and Po. 

 

Agenda Item 3  Follow-up on progress in load reductions and annual reporting 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2, 3-2-Rev1, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 3-6-Rev1, 3-7, 3-7-Rev1, 3-8, 3-9, 3-10 

3.1 The Meeting considered the table on expected nutrient reductions from implementation 
of EU WFD and measures in Russia contained in document 3-2. The Meeting took note that HELCOM 
HOD 41/2013 demanded for this information to enable comparison with CART, but noted that the 
table is still incomplete and missing information from some Contracting Parties.  

3.2 The Meeting took note that most of HELCOM EU Member States are in the process of 
finalizing the second round of the WFD river basin management plans and that data on expected 
nutrient reductions are likely to be available in late 2014 or early 2015 for some countries. The 
Meeting updated the tables with information provided by the Contracting Parties as contained in 
document 3-2-Rev1 and urged Contracting Parties to provide corrections, updated and missing 
information for inclusion in the table as the information becomes available, indicating if the 
reductions relate to first or second round WFD river management plans. 

3.3 The Meeting recognized the importance of the information on expected nutrient 
reductions not only for follow-up of the BSAP nutrient reduction scheme but also to ensure improved 
synergies between WFD and MSFD. 
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3.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Belarus that they are developing river 
basin management plans similar to the Russian SKIOVO (Schemes of Comprehensive Use and 
Protection of Water Bodies) and there are on-going initiatives to reduce inputs from municipal 
wastewater treatment plants. 

3.5 The Meeting took note of the information that the HELCOM project “Revision of the 
HELCOM Monitoring Programmes” (HELCOM MORE) is presently revising the HELCOM monitoring 
programmes and guidelines, through the production of a joint HELCOM Monitoring Manual and that 
the LOAD expert group has been invited to contribute with information on waterborne and airborne 
inputs of nutrients and contaminants. The Meeting took note of the Programme topic template and 
that the Secretariat has made a first attempt to fill in information about airborne inputs of nutrients 
(document 3-8). 

3.6 The Meeting discussed which year should be used when filling in the table in section E of 
the monitoring template, pointing out that the monitoring requirements vary depending on whether 
it is being carried out for annual PLC reporting or for the periodic assessment which compiles more 
detailed information. The Meeting agreed to focus on the year for which latest PLC data is available 
(2012). 

3.7 The Meeting recognized that the frequency of monitoring might vary greatly between 
and within the countries and that it is not feasible at this stage to provide country-level information 
and therefore decided to focus on regionally reported data by providing a range of monitoring 
frequencies (based on actual reported frequencies to the PLC database as well as requirements laid 
out in agreed guidelines of HELCOM and the Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution, 
CLRTAP). 

3.8 Concerning atmospheric inputs, the Meeting noted that the data used are modeled 
based on emissions and meteorological conditions and that even emission data are in many cases 
modeled rather than based on actual monitoring data. Although these input data are not based on 
“monitoring”, the Meeting agreed that the template should be based on the agreed guidelines for 
emission monitoring. 

3.9 The Meeting discussed how to fill in the template and welcomed the agreement of Ms. 
Tuija Ruoho-Airola and Ms. Semeena Valiyaveetil Shamsudheen to fill in the templates for sub-
programmes on nutrient and contaminant inputs via the atmosphere and the agreement of Mr. Lars 
M. Svendsen and Mr. Pekka Kotilainen to fill in the templates for sub-programmes on nutrient and 
contaminant inputs via the waterborne sources. The Meeting requested that they forward the filled 
in templates to the Secretariat (minna.pyhala@helcom.fi) by 26 March 2014 so that they can be 
combined before forwarding to the meeting of HELCOM MORE 9-2014 which takes place 23-24 April 
2014 in Tallinn, Estonia.  

3.10 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to circulate the filled-in template to HELCOM LOAD 
contacts, together with a contact list of national MORE project contacts so that Contracting Parties 
can provide possible additional comments to the MORE 9-2014 meeting via their national contacts. 

3.11  Concerning possible future review of the templates after the MORE 9 meeting, the 
Meeting agreed that this could be done by the LOAD Core Group and via correspondence with the 
national LOAD contacts as needed. 

3.12 The Meeting took note of the “Summary report on the development of revised 
maximum allowable inputs (MAI) and updated country allocated reduction targets (CART) of the 
Baltic Sea Action Plan” which was presented to the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting 
as supporting information (document 3-1). The Meeting took note of the adjustments in the 
allocation principles to calculate the revised MAI and CART, including division into waterborne and 
atmospheric portions. 

3.13 The Meeting took note that a final draft of BNI’s “Scientific background report on the 
developing revised BSAP maximum allowable nutrient inputs (MAI) and country-wise allocation of 
reduction targets (CART)” will be circulated to MONAS and LOAD contacts in June 2014 for possibility 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/more/
mailto:minna.pyhala@helcom.fi
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to provide comments and feedback. The Meeting recalled that the report will be published as a BNI 
report and therefore will not be forwarded to HODs for endorsement. 

3.14 The Meeting considered the suggestions for the follow-up process on progress in 
nutrient load reductions presented by Germany (document 3-9), noting especially that the follow- up 
should allow: 

− for an evaluation of the overall amount of atmospheric and waterborne nutrient 
loads entering the Baltic Sea sub-basins and relate this information to the assessed 
eutrophication status  

− Contracting Parties to evaluate whether their national measures taken are 
successful and how far they are from fulfilling their national nutrient reduction 
requirements 

− Contracting Parties to evaluate whether non-HELCOM Contracting Parties and the 
international shipping sector are fulfilling the nutrient reduction targets assigned to 
these polluters. 

Germany proposed that the 1st follow-up should be updated annually, but that the latter two, which 
require additional data and further development of assessment methods, could be assessed less 
frequently, e.g. every three years, taking into account also reporting requirements under the WFD 
and MSFD. 

 

Follow-up of progress towards CART 

3.15 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Bo Gustafsson, BNI, on the 
requirements for monitoring and assessment of pollution inputs (including quantification of 
catchment retention) so that progress towards the agreed CARTs can be evaluated (presentation 1, 
document 3-5).  

3.16 The Meeting considered the proposals for how to deal with transboundary loads in 
different cases based on the availability of data: 1. no available data, 2. data on inputs available at 
the border and 3. data available on retention and border inputs, and agreed that all three methods 
are relevant pending on the availability of data. The Meeting noted that there will be implications to 
the CART if, in the future, retention figures are found to be significantly different from those used for 
the 2013 revision of the nutrient reduction scheme. 

3.17 The Meeting took note of the explicit numbers on transboundary loads for Finland and 
Germany in the 2013 CART and considered the questions these have given rise to, e.g. whether 
HELCOM needs to separately follow up on these or whether such follow-up will be done at the 
national level. Germany requested that the Germany transboundary input (Odra) should be followed 
up separately. The Meeting noted that there are also other open issues related to implementing the 
CART arising from the 2013 Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration, such as the decision that extra 
reductions in one basin could be used to account for reductions in other basins. The Meeting noted 
that this information could be made use of when considering the expected nutrient reductions 
stemming from implementation of the river basin management plans under the EU WFD and 
relevant legal instruments in Russia. 

3.18 The Meeting took note of the outcome of final workshop of the HELCOM project 
“Improvement of the quality of data on nutrient inputs with focus on transboundary loads” which 
was held on 11 March 2014 in Riga, Latvia, just prior to the LOAD 7-2014 meeting as presented by 
the Project Manager Mr. Seppo Knuuttila, Finland (presentation 2, document 3-10). The Meeting 
welcomed the results of the project and stressed the importance to have access to Belarusian data 
also in the future. Therefore, the Meeting invited the Secretariat to submit regular (annual) requests 
to Belarus for obtaining their transboundary data in line with PLC reporting requirements. 
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3.19 The Meeting discussed the data requirements for following up on progress toward 
fulfilment of CART and noted that on the airborne side, this information has been addressed already 
for a longer time and data is available via the regular data deliverables provided by EMEP.  

3.20 The Meeting felt that there is a need to make an overview of the main transboundary 
rivers that should be addressed for the follow-up of CART, including information about the status of 
availability of data on inputs and retention. The Meeting noted that the PLC-5.5 project has already 
compiled some information on transboundary loads (e.g. documentation on how a complete PLC-5.5 
dataset was obtained) and that the PLC-6 project is also discussing transboundary inputs and such 
information will be included in the PLC-6 guidelines. The Meeting noted that the next meeting of the 
PLC-6 project will elaborate a table on the main transboundary rivers, including also information the 
status of available data.  

3.21 The Meeting discussed how to improve data on transboundary inputs and recalled that 
according to the PLC guidelines, the downstream country has the responsibility to report 
transboundary inputs entering their country. The downstream country is encouraged to cooperate 
with the upstream country in terms on quantifying loads and river flow at the border using the 
methods described in the PLC guidelines. The Meeting requested Contracting Parties to report also 
on retention in the catchment receiving the transboundary input, if new data is available and noted 
that the renewed PLUS database on waterborne loads will be designed so that transboundary inputs 
measured at the border can be stored in the database. 

3.22 The Meeting considered how to operationalize the future calculations of transboundary 
inputs, trend analysis of total inputs etc., noting that it is a time and resource consuming process and 
does not fall under the activities of on-going PLC projects or the LOAD group. The Meeting also felt 
that there is a need to discuss further the scientific and technical aspects related to the follow-up of 
the CART, especially the aspects related to transboundary loads and retention, and noted that it may 
take some time to finalize the process.  

3.23 Although the PLC-6 project addresses the issue, the Meeting felt that there is a need for 
a more focused project or working group to discuss and clarify the needs for the CART follow-up 
system. The Meeting considered the possibility to establish a new project on issues related to 
transboundary loads and retention under the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, Priority Area 
Nutri and invited the Secretariat, together with the BNI, LOAD Core Group, to coordinate with the 
EUSBSR about such an initiative.  

3.24 The Meeting was of the view that it would be useful to get an overview of the progress 
in nutrient load reduction at the river-basin scale in order to create better synergies with the WFD 
and facilitate discussions with the river basin commissions. The Meeting noted that it should be 
possible to give an overview of the proportion of inputs from the main rivers, or the proportion of 
national inputs going into the main rivers, but recognized that it is not feasible to assign nutrient 
reduction targets to individual rivers.  

3.25 The Meeting invited HELCOM GEAR to consider how to ensure better synergy between 
the BSAP nutrient reduction scheme and WFD river basin management plans in order to achieve the 
CARTs. 

3.26 The Meeting discussed the importance of communicating the HELCOM nutrient 
reduction scheme to the international river basin commissions in the Baltic Sea catchment area as 
well as the WFD river basin management plans and welcomed the offer of Poland to initiate such 
dialogue between HELCOM and the International Commission for the Protection of the Odra River 
against pollution (ICPO). The Meeting also invited HELCOM GEAR to support improved 
communication and cooperation with international river basin coordination platforms.  

3.27 The Meeting considered and discussed the draft outline for an annual follow up report 
on progress in fulfilling Contracting Parties nutrient reduction commitments (new CART) from the 
Copenhagen 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Declaration prepared by the Chair of HELCOM LOAD, Mr. Lars 
M. Svendsen (document 3-7 and 3-7-Rev1). The Meeting took note of the message from the 
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Secretariat that CART follow-up system should be kept simple and clear so that it is understandable 
to decision-makers. The Meeting recognized that CART is complicated, due to the separation of 
transboundary inputs as well as the fact that at a country level there might be different trends to 
different sub-basins and therefore felt it is important to find a balance between simplifying the issue 
and ensuring a scientifically sound CART follow-up system.  

3.28 The Meeting was of the opinion that it is quite urgent to get information about progress 
in towards CART compared to the reference period so that it can also be used as input to the second 
round of the river basin management plans. Therefore, the Meeting suggested that the CART follow-
up system should be elaborated by summer 2014. The Meeting agreed that the LOAD Core Group 
should meet for 1.5-2 days in May-June 2014 to elaborate the draft follow-up system. The Meeting 
noted that the Core Group currently consists of the Chair, Finland, Sweden, PLC-water Data Manager, 
BNI and the Secretariat. The Meeting encouraged also interested Contracting Parties to get involved 
in the core group discussions, including possible remote participation.  

3.29 The Meeting noted that for the first round, the data would only be up to 2010, and that 
a later version to be prepared later in 2014 should include also 2011 and preferably also 2012 data. 
The Meeting felt that for the time being the same assumptions on transboundary inputs and 
retention which were used for the 2013 CART calculations should be used, with an explanation that 
retention values probably will change in the future as additional data and information becomes 
available. 

3.30 The Meeting acknowledged that there has not been a formal decision on the frequency 
of carrying out an assessment of progress towards CART and supported that a three-year cycle might 
be suitable as there is unlikely to be significant change from one year to another. The Meeting 
suggested that a reasonable timing for the next follow-up (after this year’s assessment covering 
inputs up to 2010 and one later in 2014 covering inputs up to 2012) could be based on PLC-6 data 
(covering inputs up to 2014 and which could be ready late in 2016). The Meeting invited GEAR to 
discuss and provide advice on the frequency of the CART follow-up assessment. 

3.31 The Meeting noted that EU MSFD reporting calls for a monitoring on effectiveness of 
measures and was of the view that the follow-up of implementation of the revised MAI/CART thus 
could also serve the MSFD reporting requirements. 

 

Core pressure indicator on nutrient inputs 

3.32 The Meeting considered the proposal by the Chairman on the elaboration of the Core 
Pressure Indicator on nutrient inputs and annual follow up on fulfilment of new CART from HELCOM 
Copenhagen Declaration 2013 (document 3-4). The Meeting noted that the core pressure indicator 
should express the pressure from nutrients inputs entering to the Baltic Sea sub-basins while the 
follow-up of the CART aims to assess progress of countries towards fulfillment of country-allocated 
nutrient reduction targets from the Copenhagen 2013 Ministerial declaration. 

3.33 The Meeting recalled that one of the tasks of HELCOM LOAD is to elaborate core 
pressure indicators on inputs of nutrients and contaminants as a contribution to the HELCOM 
CORESET II project (Operationalization of HELCOM Core Indicators) and to HELCOM assessment 
chain, whereby core indicators are used as building blocks for thematic and holistic assessments. The 
Meeting took note of document 3-3, which summarizes the purpose of core indicators and describes 
the Criteria, Definitions and Principles for core indicators and agreed to make use of this information 
when discussing the elaboration of a core pressure indicator on inputs, noted that the structure for 
core indicators will be agreed on in the near future.  

3.34 The Meeting considered and discussed the draft outline for a Core Pressure Indicator on 
Nutrient Inputs prepared by the Chair of HELCOM LOAD, Mr. Lars M. Svendsen, contained in 
document 3-6 and 3-6-Rev1 and agreed that the input indicator should focus on the pressures on the 
marine environment, i.e. the progress in actual inputs towards reaching the maximum allowable 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/coreset-ii/
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inputs. The Meeting suggested separating the trend issues from the sections on assessment of 
progress towards MAI to avoid confusion on the use of different time periods. 

3.35 The Meeting agreed in general on the contents of the core pressure indicator and felt 
that an indicator report can be made more reader-friendly and easy to communicate to various 
audiences after its scientific content has been set. The Meeting proposed that the colours in the first 
table could be illustrated in a map to make it more illustrative for decision-makers and that the table 
could include some percentages and arrows showing the progress towards fulfilling the MAI in the 
different sub-basins. 

3.36 The Meeting noted that a finalized core input indicator should be ready in spring 2015 
for the next meeting of the Helsinki Commission and would require endorsement before that by the 
future input/pressure working group and GEAR (which supervises the CORESET project).  The 
Meeting discussed how to finalize a final draft for adoption by autumn meeting of the Input/Pressure 
Working Group and agreed that the LOAD core group should further elaborate the draft core 
indicator during the 1.5-2 day meeting in May-June 2014 (cf. paragraph 3.28). 

 

Agenda Item 4  Status of PLC data 

Documents: 4-1 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the annual compilation of the PLC nitrogen and phosphorus 
waterborne inputs to the Baltic Sea in 1994-2011 from monitored rivers, unmonitored areas and 
direct point sources as presented by the Data Consultant Mr. Pekka Kotilainen, SYKE (presentation 3, 
document 4-1). The Meeting also took note of the information by the Contracting Parties on 
verification, correction and final reporting of 2011 data. Latvian data is not yet reported but will be 
delivered not later than April 2014. 

4.2 The Meeting considered the status of reporting of 2012 PLC data as presented by the 
Data Consultant Mr. Pekka Kotilainen, SYKE (presentation 4), and noted that data is: 

− missing from Denmark, Latvia and Russia and  

− partially missing and verification is on-going with Estonia, Finland, Germany, 
Lithuania, Poland, Sweden. 

4.3 The Meeting recalled the agreed deadlines of annual PLC data and stressed the need to 
ensure timely reporting, verification (QA) and compilation of the PLC data for input to the core 
pressure indicator on inputs and the follow-up system of the CART. 

4.4 The Meeting welcomed the information by Denmark and Latvia that they will report 
their missing PLC data in the near future and urged Russia to also report their 2012 PLC data latest by 
April 2014.  

4.5 The Meeting agreed on the following schedule for ensuring timely reporting and 
compilation of PLC annual data: 

 Contracting Parties report PLC (including transboundary) data according to the 
HELCOM recommendation 26/2 (by 31.10) and information on retention by 
31.12 

 Data manager reports on missing data at the latest by  16.11 to the Secretariat 
with a view to keep HELCOM HODs updated on the state of national reporting 
and again by 15.12 

 Data manager has 3 months for initial follow-up, reminding on missing reporting 
etc. until 31.01 

 Data manager has 2 month for QA and follow-up and make PLC-dataset by 31.03 

http://helcom.fi/Recommendations/Rec%2026-2.pdf
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 Load Core Group/indicator preparation group has 1. 5 months to assess data, fill 
in data gaps, follow-up on suspicious data, and obtain approval by Contracting 
Parties (to be completed by 16.05).  

 LOAD core group reports on status on data completeness and QA to the 
Secretariat by the end of May to keep HELCOM HODs updated on the state of 
preparation of load indicator 

 Flow-normalization and trends analysis to be done by mid-June 

 Draft indictor/follow-up report CART should be ready by early September 

4.6 The Meeting acknowledged that once the PLUS database is made operational, the data 
reporting and QA procedure will be much smoother and faster. 

4.7 The Meeting took note of the progress with the BASE project: Implementation of the 
Baltic Sea Action Plan as presented by Ms. Natalia Oblomkova, Russia (presentation 5), especially the 
activities related to improvement of monitoring practices and compilation of pollution load data in 
the Leningrad and Kaliningrad Oblasts. The Meeting noted that there will be a final sampling round in 
April (including screening of the HELCOM priority hazardous substances in fresh water and sediments 
in Kaliningrad region) and the final report will be completed in May 2014. 

 

Agenda Item 5  Review of Fifth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation for 2013 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting (HELCOM PLC-5.5) 

Documents: 5-1, 5-1-Add1 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the publication of the PLC-5.5 project report Review of the 
fifth Baltic Sea pollution load compilation for the 2013 Ministerial Meeting in the HELCOM Baltic 
Environment Proceedings series (BSEP No. 141) and that the PLC-5.5 dataset as well as 
documentation the completeness of the PLC-5.5 dataset can be accessed via the HELCOM website. 

5.2 The Meeting took note of the progress with implementation of the PLC-5.5 project as 
contained in documents 5-1 and 5-1-Add1. The Meeting considered and supported the proposal to 
finalize the PLC-5.5 project as soon as possible to allow for focusing on the development of a core 
pressure input indicator and a follow-up system of the Baltic Sea Action Plan CART and that the PLC-
5.5 report should therefore: 

− be based mainly on graphs and figures with most of the additional text included in 
the introduction and conclusion sections 

− not include a section on evaluating progress towards MAI and CART, but include 
detailed results of trend analysis (1994-2010), and comparison of normalized input 
during 2008-2010 with the reference period 1997-2003 

5.3 The Meeting supported the arranging of a HELCOM PLC-5.5 project workshop on 22-23 
May 2014 in Helsinki, Finland, to finalize the project report. The Meeting agreed that the final report 
should be submitted to HELCOM HOD 46-2014 in September 2014, after having been circulated to 
LOAD and MONAS contacts for endorsement by correspondence during the summer of 2014. 

 

Agenda Item 6  Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (HELCOM PLC-6) 

Documents: 6-1, 6-2, 6-3 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the progress with the implementation of the Sixth Baltic Sea 
Pollution Load Compilation Project (HELCOM PLC-6) as contained in document 6-2. 

http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP141.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP141.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/plc-5-5/
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6.2 The Meeting took note that the final report on the activity to develop standardized 
methodology to calculate uncertainties on national datasets including methodology for filling in data 
gaps and missing data and development of standardized methodology for evaluating countries 
progress in fulfilling BSAP nutrient reduction targets is available via the HELCOM PLC-6 project 
webpage. 

6.3 The Meeting took note of the revision of the final report of the PLC-6 intercalibration 
activity as presented by Ms. Susanne Boutrup, Denmark (presentation 6, document 6-1) and 
appreciated the amendment of the final report as contained in document 6-3. 

6.4 The Meeting took note that Russia lifted her study reservation concerning making 
available the Excel file with compiled information on monitored parameters, monitoring frequency, 
sampling and monitoring methodology by Contracting Parties in rivers and at point sources, and 
invited the Secretariat to make the Excel file available on the HELCOM website. 

6.5 The Meeting took note that much progress has been made with improving and updating 
the PLC-6 guidelines, but that further elaboration of the chapters related to retention, transboundary 
inputs, diffuse sources, source apportionment and reporting formats is still needed. 

6.6 The Meeting supported the arranging of a sixth project group meeting on 2-4 June 2014 
in Helsinki, Finland, so that the guidelines can be finalized before the document submission deadline 
of HELCOM HOD 46-2014 meeting on 1 August 2014. 

 

Agenda Item 7  Modernization of the PLC-water database (HELCOM PLUS) 

Documents: 7-1 

7.1 The Meeting took note of the progress with the implementation of the PLUS Project on 
Development of a HELCOM Pollution Load User System as presented by the PLC-water Database 
Manager Mr. Pekka Kotilainen, SYKE (presentation 7, document 7-1). 

7.2 The Meeting noted that BNI - Sweden will host the new PLC database and make the web 
application development under the HELCOM PLUS project.  

7.3 The Meeting recalled the dependence of the PLC-6 project on the progress of the PLUS 
project and noted that although there have been delays in the implementation of the PLUS project it 
is expected that this will not affect the reporting deadlines under the PLC-6 project. The Meeting 
appreciated this information, recalling that PLC-6 data should be quality checked, compiled, assessed 
and report elaborated by late 2016 so that the PLC-6 data products can be used by those Contracting 
Parties that are also EU Member States for the MSFD reporting. 

7.4 The Meeting took note of the cooperation between HELCOM and OSPAR concerning 
development of databases. HELCOM PLUS project documentation has been shared with OSPAR 
allowing for possible harmonizing of technical solutions for pollution load databases between 
neighbouring marine regions. 

7.5 The Meeting took note that the database functional specifications and data model are 
currently undergoing final review by Contracting Parties, and are expected to be finalized in the near 
future. 

7.6 The Meeting supported the arranging the next project group meeting on 9-10 
September 2014 at the premises of the HELCOM Secretariat and that the meeting should focus on 
reviewing the draft versions of the reporting templates, QA specifications, and web application user 
specifications. 

 

  

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/plc-6/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/plc-6/
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Agenda Item 8  Work programme and future work 

Documents: 8-1, 8-2 

8.1 The Meeting considered the assessment of HELCOM list of priority substances in relation 
to PLC as presented by Ms. Susanne Boutrup, Denmark (presentation 8, document 8-1) and discussed 
the proposals for considering inclusion of PFOA/PFOS into PLC water monitoring parameters. 

8.2 The Meeting took note that the EU Priority Substances Directive requires that PFOS shall 
be monitored in biota and that if the concentrations exceed environment quality standard (EQS) in 
biota, then monitoring in water is required. PFOA is not on the WFD priority substances list. 

8.3 The Meeting noted that following information on monitoring of HELCOM priority 
substances by the Contracting Parties: 

− Denmark has monitored most of the priority substances in their national 
monitoring  programme 

− Estonia: In 2012 and 2013 they did a first assessment of PFOA/PFOS and are 
further deciding if and how to add these compounds to monitoring 

− Lithuania: is monitoring both substances in water since 2014 

− Finland sees it as a priority to monitoring PFOS and PFOA but has not yet started 
monitoring them due to concern of availability of resources. They also feel the 
need to obtain more information on HBCDD 

− Latvia will monitor hazardous substances in accordance with the requirements of 
the Priority Substances Directive 

− Poland will monitor PFOS in biota from 2016 and then evaluate whether they will 
also monitor it in water 

− Russia is carrying out screening studies including all the HELCOM priority 
substances, though they are not included in state monitoring programme yet 

− Sweden considers monitoring of PFOS and PFOA a priority due to both 
environmental and health considerations. 

8.4 The Meeting recalled that there are several core state indicators covering the HELCOM 
priority hazardous substances and acknowledged that it would be relevant to also link these to 
pressures, by assessing their inputs via water and/or air, depending on the significance of inputs via 
these pathways.  

8.5 The Meeting recognized that there is a need to obtaining further information on 
importance of the pathways for inputs of the HELCOM priority substances to the marine 
environment as well as the resources for monitoring the substances by the Contracting Parties. The 
Meeting agreed to return to this issue at future meetings of the Input/Pressure Working Group and 
invited Contracting Parties to report on which HELCOM priority substances they are monitoring and 
their experiences and results to the meeting of the Input/Pressure Working Group in spring 2015. 

8.6 The Meeting took note of the information provided by Poland in document 8-2 about 
on-going audit of environmental assessment carried by local authorieties in Gdańsk and stack 
company in Wislinka. The environmental report on the Wislinka phosphogypsum waste site is 
expected to be completed in spring. The Contracting Parties will be invited to visit the site on the 
occasion of the planned HELCOM LAND meeting in Gdansk on 14-16 May 2014. The Meeting noted 
that an additional independent assessment is also considered for both Wislinka and Police sites, 
pending allocation of financial resources for such work. 

8.7 The Meeting also took note of the results of joint Finnish-Polish sampling in the area of 
phosphogypsum stacks in Poland as presented by Mr. Antti Räike, Finland (presentation 9).  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:226:0001:0017:EN:PDF
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8.8 The Meeting noted the view of the Finnish experts that although the effects of 
phosphogypsum stack are less obvious in Police than in Gdansk, the risk of phosphorus input 
entering the Baltic Sea may be greater from Police due to the hydrological conditions in that area. In 
order to estimate the possible leakages in Police, an intensive monitoring for both ground and 
surface waters should be initiated. 

8.9 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM HOD 44/2013 requested that HELCOM, in its future 
PLC work, should make a comprehensive assessment of the phosphogypsum waste stack sites 
located near fertilizer production facilities. The Meeting agreed that the main interest for the 
PLC/LOAD work is to get monitoring data from the vicinity of phosphogypsum stacks based on 
methods that in the best possible way quantify inputs to the sea in order to enable the quantification 
of total inputs to the Baltic Sea.  

8.10 The Meeting recognized that it is the responsibility of the relevant industries to report 
on their discharges, but pointed out that if their monitoring programmes do not provide adequate 
data, there could be a need for additional regular observations in the vicinity of phosphogypsum 
stacks, pending the decision by relevant national authorities. 

8.11 The Meeting noted that more information on the phosphogypsum stacks in Poland will 
be presented at the next meeting of HELCOM LAND, which will be held in Gdansk in May 2014 and 
that participants of the meeting will have the opportunity to visit the phosphogypsum stack site and 
review latest available information. 

8.12 The Meeting also noted that besides insulation of phosphogypsum stacks to prevent 
leaching, technologies are available to reduce phosphorus content in waste piles and that in the 
future, the Input/Pressure Working Group will inter alia address efficiency of measures to reduce 
nutrient inputs from various sources including industries. Therefore, relevant national expertise on 
pollution prevention measures in the future work of the group is essential.   

8.13 The Meeting recalled the information provided under Agenda Item 2 on progress in 
streamlining of HELCOM and that HELCOM LOAD matters will be dealt by a future Input/Pressure 
Working Group resulting from the merging of HELCOM LAND and LOAD.  

8.14 The Meeting noted that the Terms of Reference as well as the Working Programme of 
the new working group will be decided on by HELCOM HOD 46-2014 in September 2014 and 
mandated the Secretariat, together with the Chair of HELCOM LOAD, to contribute to the Working 
Programme by providing a list of the main tasks of LOAD. 

8.15 The Meeting noted that HELCOM HODs will agree on the dates of the meetings of the 
new working groups and considered suitable dates for the first meeting of the new HELCOM 
Input/Pressure Working Group from the perspective of participation by HELCOM LOAD experts. The 
Meeting suggested 6-9 October 2014 and 27-31 October 2014.   

 

Agenda Item 9  Thematic  session on monitoring and assessment of atmospheric 
inputs to the Baltic Sea 

Documents: 9-1, 9-2, 9-3, 9-4, 9-5, 9-6, 9-7, 9-8, 9-9 

9.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Mr. Jerzy Bartnicki, EMEP MSC-West on 
annual reporting to HELCOM on atmospheric supply of nitrogen, lead, cadmium, mercury and 
dioxins/furans to the Baltic Sea (presentation 10). The Meeting noted that the latest report covers 
the year 2011. 

9.2 The Meeting considered and discussed the EMEP data deliverables and were in general 
of the view that they provide the necessary information for HELCOM assessment purposes. The 
Meeting recalled that EMEP already provides normalized depositions of oxidized, reduced and total 
nitrogen to the Baltic Sea basin, but pointed out that also figures for normalized deposition to each 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/EMEP%20reports/EMEP_report_to_HELCOM_2013_complete.pdf
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sub-basin are needed for the follow-up of CART. The Meeting welcomed the information by EMEP 
that it would be possible to get this additional information in the future. 

 

Monitoring of atmospheric deposition 

9.3 The Meeting discussed national monitoring of atmospheric deposition and noted that 
EMEP uses national measurements to verify the EMEP model.  

9.4 The Meeting considered a map showing the monitoring stations considered by EMEP as 
“HELCOM stations” which are used for the verification (cf. Presentation 11) and noted that although 
there are rather many stations, not all of those are measuring all components. Also not all stations 
have long time series. The Meeting also noted that not all national monitoring stations are included 
in the list of “HELCOM stations” and felt that all national stations could be used by EMEP.  

9.5 The Meeting took note of the information by EMEP that there are some problems with 
the representativeness of the stations that cause challenges when verifying the EMEP model results.  

9.6 The Meeting took note of information by EMEP on the scale dependence of the EMEP 
MSC-West model and the requirements of the data concerning data quality and uncertainties of 
measurements as presented by Ms. Semeena Valiyaveetil Shamsudheen, EMEP MSC-West 
(presentation 11). 

9.7 The Meeting noted a comment by EMEP pointing out that it would be useful to have 
more data from stations on the Baltic Sea and not only in its catchment. 

9.8 The Meeting agreed that a thorough analysis of the monitoring data would improve the 
understanding of the development in the atmospheric deposition and also offer recommendations 
on how to improve and possibly expand monitoring. The Meeting felt that the activity to fill in the 
Monitoring Manual template on atmospheric inputs to the Baltic Sea (cf. paragraph 3.5 to 3.11) will 
serve as a first step to make such an analysis.  

9.9 The Meeting recognized that atmospheric deposition to the Baltic Sea is affected by 
emissions from a large area of the EMEP domain which makes the cooperation with the EMEP 
centres valuable. The Meeting welcomed the information that the laboratories carrying out the 
chemical analysis of deposition samples in most Contracting Parties take part in EMEP 
intercalibrations of chemical analytical methods as well as intercalibrations arranged by WMO and 
EU.  

9.10 The Meeting stressed the importance of national data on deposition measurements i.a. 
for verification and validation of the model results and encouraged Contracting Parties to continue 
measuring atmospheric depositions, participating in EMEP intercalibrations and to report their 
results to EMEP. 

 

Importance of atmospheric deposition compared to total input 

9.11 The Meeting took note of the information on atmospheric deposition of phosphorus 
(document 9-3) which was compiled by the PLC-5.5 project. 

9.12 The Meeting welcomed the information on monitoring of atmospheric deposition of 
phosphorus at Utö as presented by Ms. Tuija Ruoho-Airola, Finland (presentation 12) and noted that 
the results obtained so far are in line with the estimated inputs of phosphorus used in the PLC-5.5.  

9.13 The Meeting discussed possible sources of phosphorus and noted that at Utö, which is a 
remote island, pollen is still an important source, as well as particles of leaves. Influence of sea spray 
also needs to be accounted for in the results of measurements. Further, emissions from ships may be 
an anthropogenic source of phosphorus, as well as wind erosion of dust from agriculture.  

9.14 The Meeting appreciated the monitoring activities carried out by Finland and welcomed 
that the project will share information about their methods with the other Contracting Parties. 
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9.15 The Meeting took note of the final report of the research project BalticPOPs “Managing 
the dioxin problem in the Baltic region with focus on sources to air and fish” as presented by Mr. Lars 
Sonesten, Sweden (presentation 13, document 9-4) and noted that atmospheric deposition is 
considered the main pathway of dioxin inputs to the sea.  

9.16 The Meeting took note of the estimation of loads of selected hazardous substances 
made by the project on Control of hazardous substances in the Baltic Sea region (COHIBA), which ran 
from early 2009 until 2012 as presented by Mr. Mikhail Durkin, HELCOM Secretariat (presentation 
15, document 9-6). 

9.17 The Meeting took note of information about the possibility of EMEP MSC-E to develop 
new data deliverables on selected hazardous substances as presented by Mr. Alexey Gusev, EMEP 
MSC-East (presentation 14, document 9-5).  

9.18 The Meeting recalled the need to develop core pressure indicators that correspond with 
the state indicators on hazardous substances (cf. paragraph 8.4) and acknowledged that it is relevant 
to obtain data deliverables from EMEP for such substances where atmospheric deposition is the main 
pathway to the marine environment. Taking into account also the information provided in document 
8-1, the Meeting agreed that in addition to already modelled heavy metals and selected POPs, 
atmospheric deposition is a relevant pathway for inputs of PAH, PCBs, PBDE and HBCDD to the Baltic 
Sea that deserves assessment.  

9.19 The Meeting recalled the possibility to rotate the hazardous substances to be assessed 
by EMEP according to a two or three year cycle and felt that as a first step it would be good if EMEP 
could assess the atmospheric inputs of ƩPAH16 and ƩPCB9 to the Baltic Sea. The Meeting invited the 
Secretariat to investigate the possibilities for including these new substances in the EMEP 
deliverables to HELCOM for 2015, taking into account possible financial and contractual implications.   

9.20 The Meeting agreed to return to the other assessments on atmospheric inputs of 
HBCDD and PBDE in the future after the deliverables on PAH and PCBs have been reviewed. 

 

Estimates of emissions 

9.21 The Meeting recalled that estimates of emissions are prepared annually by the EMEP 
centres based on emission data reported by countries and that presently countries report estimates 
with a 50x50 km resolution. EMEP informed that as of 2017 all countries should submit emission data 
to EMEP using a 7x7 km grid. 

9.22 The Meeting noted that although EMEP is very interested in getting more detailed 
emissions data, there is a need to take into account that if higher resolution emission data are used, 
it challenges assessment of trends because historical data will not be available at the higher 
resolution. 

9.23 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Kaj Mantzius Hansen, Denmark on the 
effect of climate and climate change on ammonia emissions of Europe (presentation 16, document 9-
7). 

 

Estimates of the atmospheric deposition 

9.24 The Meeting took note of the explanation on how EMEP centres use emission data 
reported by countries to make estimates of nitrogen deposition to the Baltic Sea using the EMEP 
Model as contained document 9-2. 

9.25 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Mr. Jerzy Barnicki, EMEP MSC-West on 
the modelled effect of climate and climate change on nitrogen deposition in the Baltic Sea based on 
results of the EnsClim project (presentation 17). The Meeting noted that Mr. Bartnicki will present 
the model results at the Second International Conference on Climate Change – the environmental 
and socio-economic response in the southern Baltic Region (under the Baltic Earth initiative) and that 

http://www.baltex-research.eu/SZC2014/index.html
http://www.baltex-research.eu/SZC2014/index.html
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the results could be partly considered a HELCOM contribution as it makes use of HELCOM data 
products. 

9.26 The Meeting noted that estimates of atmospheric deposition are used for assessing 
expected reductions in atmospheric inputs to the marine environment and planning of emission 
reductions and considered the assessment made by EMEP MSC-West on the effects of 
implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol on nitrogen deposition to the Baltic Sea presented by 
Mr. Jerzy Bartnicki (presentation 18, document 9-1). The Meeting noted that the assessment is made 
using normalized inputs. 

9.27 The Meeting took note of the information on projected change in atmospheric nitrogen 
deposition to the Baltic Sea towards 2020 calculated by Denmark as presented by Mr. Kaj Mantzius 
Hansen, Denmark (presentation 19, document 9-8). 

9.28 The Meeting welcomed that the results of the EMEP and Danish studies are in line with 
each other. The Meeting noted that there is not necessarily a linear relationship between the change 
in emissions and change in depositions. 

9.29 The Meeting took note of the proposal by Germany on how to maximize the benefits of 
the implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol for the achievement of the nitrogen reduction 
targets of the Baltic Sea Action Plan as presented by Ms. Wera Leujak, Germany (presentation 20, 
document 9-9). Germany pointed out that how and where measures to reduce emissions are 
implemented (“regionalization” of the Gothenburg Protocol) can result in the Gothenburg Protocol 
national reduction commitments but not BSAP nutrient reduction targets, being met, (e.g. if 
reduction measures are focused in southern parts of Germany). Germany underlined the need for a 
mechanism for guaranteeing implementation of measures that benefit the BSAP and proposed that 
the planning could be done for example in the context of WFD management plans or through 
regional planning in the context of the proposed EU directive on the reduction of national emissions 
of certain atmospheric pollutants amending the EU National Emission Ceilings (NEC) Directive. 

9.30 The Meeting noted that it would be useful to understand where to distribute measures 
and welcomed the offer of EMEP to run the German emission data with the EMEP model and that 
Germany could provide high resolution emission data for more targeted planning of measures. 

9.31 The Meeting was of the opinion that the questions raised by Germany are valid and 
important and invited Contracting Parties to investigate nationally how they are implementing the 
Gothenburg Protocol and to report their findings to the next meeting of the Input/Pressure Working 
Group. 

9.32 The Meeting invited GEAR to consider the challenge presented by Germany, to discuss 
how to address prioritization of measures and actions so that implementation of the Gothenburg 
Protocol can also have maximum benefits for the implementation of the CART and advise the 
Input/Pressure Working Group on the proposed options for HELCOM’s involvement in this work. 

9.33 The Meeting recalled that the decision of the  2013 Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration 
that extra reductions in one basin could be used to account for reductions in other basins (cf. 
paragraph 3.17) and recognized that significant reductions in inputs from atmospheric deposition are 
expected as a result of implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol. The Meeting pointed out that 
these reductions in airborne inputs in nitrogen could be taken into account in follow-up on progress 
towards CARTs and invited BNI to look into how this can be done. 

 

Agenda Item 10  Any other business 

Documents: 10-1 

10.1 The Meeting took note of the publication of the updated HELCOM thematic assessment 
of climate change (BSEP 137) based on the material of (BACC II).  

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP137.pdf
http://www.baltex-research.eu/BACC2/team.html
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10.2 The Meeting reviewed the HELCOM LOAD Contact List (document 10-1) and updated it 
as contained in Annex 2. 

10.3 The Meeting took note that Professional Secretary Mikhail Durkin’s term at the HELCOM 
Secretariat terminates in June 2014. The Meeting thanked him for his very professional, helpful and 
friendly cooperation during the years working with the LOAD group and wished him all the best for 
the future. 

10.4 The Meeting thanked Latvia for the hospitality and excellent hosting of the Meeting. 

Agenda Item 11  Closing of the Meeting 

Documents: 11-1 

11.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the Meeting. The final Outcome of the 
Meeting will be made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal, together with the documents (Annex 
3) and presentations (Annex 4) considered by the Meeting. 
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Saint-Petersburg Public Organization  "Ecology 
and Business" 

Sabrikovskaya Str. 37, Office No. 307 

Post Office Box 66 

RU-197374 St. Petersburg 

Dir.Phone: +78124311167  

Fax: +78124309305  

Email: ivaskova@helcom.ru 

SWEDEN 

Ms. Sofie Hellsten 

 

IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute 

Natural Resources & Environmental Effects 

BOX 530 21 

SE- 400 14 Gothenburg 

Dir.Phone: +46 (31) 725 62 00 

Fax:  

Email: sofie.hellsten@ivl.se 
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Mr. Lars Sonesten 

 

Department of Aquatic Sciences and 
Assessment 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, SLU 

P.O. Box 7050 

SE-750 07 Uppsala 

Dir.Phone: +46 18673007 

Fax: +46 18673156 

Email: Lars.Sonesten@slu.se 

 

OBSERVER 

Mr. Aliaksandr 
Pakhomau 

 

Central Research Institute for Complex 
Development of Water Resources 

Slavinskogo 1/2 

BY-220086 Minsk 

Dir.Phone: +375 172635331 

Fax: +375 172672734 

Email: 
aliaksandr.pakhomau@cricuwr.by 

DATA CONSULTANTS 

Mr. Jerzy Bartnicki 

 

EMEP MSC-W 

Meteorological Synthesizing Centre-West of 
EMEP 

Norwegian Meteorological Institute 

P.O. Box 43, Blindern 

N-0313 Oslo 

Dir.Phone: +47 (22) 963000 

Fax: +47 22963380 

Email: jerzy.bartnicki@met.no 

 

Mr. Alexey Gusev 

 

Meteorological Synthesizing Centre-East 

2nd Roshchinsky proezd, 8/5, room 207 

RU-115419 Moscow 

Dir.Phone: +7 9265373182 

Fax: +7 (495) 956 19 44  

Email: alexey.gusev@msceast.org 

Mr. Pekka Kotilainen 

 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

Marine Research Centre 

Mechelininkatu 34a 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 295251317 

Fax: +358 954902290 

Email: pekka.kotilainen@ymparisto.fi 

 

Ms. Semeena 
Valiyaveetil 
Shamsudheen 

 

Norwegian Meteorological Institute 

Research and Development  Department 

P.O.Box 43  Blindern 

N-0313 Olso 

Dir.Phone: +47 22963303 

Fax: +47 22963050 

Email: semeenav@met.no 

 

INVITED GUEST 

Mr. Bo Gustafsson 

 

Baltic Nest Institute 

Stockholm University 

Baltic Sea Centre 

SE-106 91 Stockholm 

Dir.Phone: +46 737078603 

Fax:  

Email: bo.gustafsson@su.se 

 

HELCOM SECRETARIAT 

Mr. Mikhail Durkin 

Professional Secretary 

Helsinki Commission 

Katajanokanlaituri 6 B 

FI-00160 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 468509195 

Fax: +358 207412645 

Email: mikhail.durkin@helcom.fi 

Ms. Minna Pyhälä 

Assisting Professional 
Secretary 

Helsinki Commission 

Katajanokanlaituri 6 B 

FI-00160 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 468509205 

Fax: +358 207412645 

Email: minna.pyhala@helcom.fi 
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ANNEX 2 LIST OF NOMINATED NATIONAL LOAD CONTACTS 

CHAIR 

Mr. Lars M. Svendsen 

Chair of HELCOM LOAD; Vice-Chair of 
HELCOM MONAS 

DCE - Danish Centre for Environment and 
Energy 

Aarhus University  

Vejlsoevej 25 

DK-8600 Silkeborg 

Dir.Phone: +45 87158795 

Fax: +45 87158901 

Email: lms@dmu.dk 

 

ESTONIA 

Mr. Peeter Ennet 

 

Estonian Environment Agency 

Mustamäe tee 33 

EE-10616 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +37 27339713 

Fax: +37 27339464 

Email: Peeter.Ennet@envir.ee 

 

Mr. René Reisner 

 

Ministry of the Environment  

Water Department 

Narva mnt 7A 

EE-15172 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6262855 

Fax: +372 6262801 

Email: rene.reisner@envir.ee 

 

FINLAND 

Mr. Seppo Knuuttila 

 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 407609232 

Fax: +358 204902291 

Email: seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi 

 

Ms. Tuija Ruoho-Airola 

 

Finnish Meteorological Institute 

Air Quality 

P.O. Box 503 

FI-00101  Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 503471773 

Fax: +358 29 5395403 

Email: tuija.ruoho-airola@fmi.fi 

 

GERMANY 

Ms. Wera Leujak 

Vice-Chair of HELCOM MONAS 

Federal Environment Agency 

Section II 2.3 

Protection of the Marine Environment 

Wörlitzer Platz 1 

D-06844 Dessau-Rosslau 

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032419 

Fax: +49 34021042419 

Email: wera.leujak@uba.de 

 

Mr. Dietmar Koch 

 

Federal Environment Agency 

Section II 2.2 

Woerlitzer Platz 1 

Dessau-Rosslau 

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032371 

Fax: +49 34021042371 

Email: dietmar.koch@uba.de 

 

LITHUANIA 

Mr. Svajunas Plunge 

 

Environmental Protection Agency  

Environmental Status Assessment 
Department 

River Basin Management Division  

Juozapavičiaus st. 9, 

LT-09311 Vilnius 

Dir.Phone: +370 67506994 

Fax: +370 52662800 

Email: s.plunge@aaa.am.lt 

 

POLAND 

Mr. Waldemar Jarosinski 

 

Institute of Meteorology and Water 
Management, National Research Institute 

Jordana Str. 10/11 

PL-40 056 Katowice 

Dir.Phone: +48 (32) 2511815 

Fax: +48 322518462 

Email: dwjaros@hotmail.com 

 

Ms. Anna Robak-Bakierowska 

 

Voivodship Inspectorate for Environmental 
Protection 

Ul. Wały Chrobrego 4 

PL-70 502 Szczecin 

Dir.Phone: +48 914859511 

Fax: +48 914859509 

Email: a.bakierowska@wios.szczecin.pl 
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RUSSIA 

Mr. Alexey Gusev 

 

EMEP MSC-E 

Meteorological Synthesizing Centre-East 

2nd Roshchinsky proezd, 8/5, room 207 

RU-115419 Moscow 

Dir.Phone: +7 9265373182 

Fax: +7 (495) 956 19 44 

Email: alexey.gusev@msceast.org 

 

SWEDEN 

Mr. Philip Axe 

 

Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management 

Gullbergs Strandgata 15 

Box 11 930 

Gothenburg 

Dir.Phone: +46 (0) 10 698 6026 

Fax:  

Email: philip.axe@havochvatten.se 

 

Mr. Lars Sonesten 

 

Department of Aquatic Sciences and 
Assessment 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, 
SLU 

P.O. Box 7050 

SE-750 07 Uppsala 

Dir.Phone: +46 18673007 

Fax: +46 18673156 

Email: Lars.Sonesten@slu.se 

 

BNI 

Mr. Bo Gustafsson 

 

Baltic Nest Institute 

Stockholm University 

Baltic Sea Centre 

SE-106 91 Stockholm 

Dir.Phone: +46 737078603 

Fax:  

Email: bo.gustafsson@su.se 

 

PLC-WATER DATABASE MANAGER 

Mr. Pekka Kotilainen Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

Marine Research Centre 

Mechelininkatu 34a 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 295251317 

Fax: +358 954902290 

Email: pekka.kotilainen@ymparisto.fi 

EMEP 

Mr. Jerzy Bartnicki 

 

EMEP MSC-W 

Meteorological Synthesizing Centre-West of 
EMEP 

Norwegian Meteorological Institute 

P.O. Box 43, Blindern 

N-0313 Oslo 

Dir.Phone: +47 (22) 963000 

Fax: +47 22963380 

Email: jerzy.bartnicki@met.no 

 

OBSERVER 

Mr. Aliaksandr Pakhomau 

 

Central Research Institute for Complex 
Development of Water Resources 

Slavinskogo 1/2 

BY-220086 Minsk 

Dir.Phone: +375 172635331 

Fax: +375 172672734 

Email: aliaksandr.pakhomau@cricuwr.by 
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ANNEX 3 LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

Document 
no. 

Title Submitted by 

1/1 Provisional Annotated Agenda Secretariat and Chair 
of HELCOM LOAD 

2/1 Outcome of the HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting Secretariat 

2/2 Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach Secretariat 

2/3 Extract from outcomes of relevant HELCOM meetings Secretariat 

3/1 Summary report on the development of revised maximum 
allowable inputs (MAI) And updated country allocated 
reduction targets (CART) of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

Secretariat 

3/2 Expected nutrient reductions from implementation of EU WFD 
and measures in Russia 

Secretariat 

3/2/Rev1 Expected nutrient reductions from implementation of EU WFD 
and measures in Russia 

Secretariat 

3/3 Core Indicator requirements and comments to the draft 
nutrient pressure indicator 

Secretariat and Chair 
of HELCOM LOAD 

3/4 Introduction to Core Pressure Indicator on nutrient inputs and 
annual follow up on fullfilment of new CART from HELCOM 
Copenhagen Declaration 2013 

Chair of HELCOM 
LOAD 

3/5 Monitoring progress towards reaching MAI and CART BNI and Chair of 
HELCOM LOAD 

3/6 Draft outline for a Nutrient Input Core Pressure Indicator Chair of HELCOM 
LOAD 

3/6/Rev1 Draft outline for a Nutrient Input Core Pressure Indicator Chair of HELCOM 
LOAD 

3/7 Draft outline for an annual follow up of progress in fulfilling 
Contracting Parties nutrient reduction commitments 

Chair of HELCOM 
LOAD 

3/7/Rev1 Draft outline for an annual follow up of progress in fulfilling 
Contracting Parties nutrient reduction commitments 

Chair of HELCOM 
LOAD 

3/8 Programme topic template for the new HELCOM Monitoring 
Manual 

Secretariat 

3/9 Suggestions for the follow-up process on progress in nutrient 
load reductions 

Germany 

3/10 Outcome of Final Workshop of the HELCOM project 
“Improvement of the quality of data on nutrient inputs with 
focus on transboundary loads” 

Secretariat 

4/1 Annual compilation of the PLC phosphorus and nitrogen 
inputs to the Baltic Sea in 1994-2011 from monitored rivers, 
unmonitored areas and direct point sources 

PLC-water Data 
Consultant 

5/1 Progress with implementation of the PLC-5.5 project Secretariat 

5/1/Add1 Progress with implementation of the PLC-5.5 project Secretariat 

6/1 Report on the HELCOM PLC-6 intercalibration – Addendum PLC-6 Project Manager 

6/2 Progress with the implementation of the Sixth Baltic Sea 
Pollution Load Compilation Project (HELCOM PLC-6) 

Secretariat and PLC-6 
project Manager 

6/3 Revised Report on the HELCOM PLC-6 intercalibration with 
Addendum 

PLC-6 Project Manager 

7/1 Progress with implementation of the PLUS Project on 
Development of a HELCOM Pollution Load User System 

PLUS project Manager 
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8/1 Assessment off HELCOM list of priority substances in relation 
to PLC 

Chair of HELCOM 
LOAD 

8/2 Report on phosphogypsum sites in Poland for the HELCOM 
LOAD 7/2014 information 

Poland 

9/1 Effects of implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol on 
nitrogen deposition to the Baltic Sea 

Secretariat 

9/2 Calculation of Nitrogen Deposition to the Baltic Sea Using the 
EMEP Model 

Secretariat 

9/3 Information on atmospheric deposition of phosphorus Secretariat 

9/4 Final report from the research project BalticPOPs Secretariat 

9/5 EMEP MSC-E data deliverables on selected hazardous 
substances 

EMEP MSC-East and 
Secretariat 

9/6 Estimation of loads of selected hazardous substances Secretariat 

9/7 The effect of climate and climate change on ammonia 
emissions of Europe 

Denmark 

9/8 Projected change in atmospheric nitrogen deposition to the 
Baltic Sea towards 2020 

Denmark 

9/9 Maximising the benefits of the implementation of the 
Gothenburg Protocol for the achievement of the nitrogen 
reduction targets of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

Germany 

10/1 List of nominated HELCOM LOAD contacts Secretariat 
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ANNEX 4 LIST OF PRESENTATIONS 

Presentation 
No. 

Title Presented by 

1 Requirements for monitoring and assessment of pollution 
inputs so that progress towards the agreed CARTs can be 
evaluated 

Bo Gustafsson 

2 Outcome of final workshop of the HELCOM project 
“Improvement of the quality of data on nutrient inputs with 
focus on transboundary loads” 

Seppo Knuuttila  

3 Annual compilation of the PLC phosphorus and nitrogen 
waterborne inputs to the Baltic Sea in 1994-2011 from 
monitored rivers, unmonitored areas and direct point sources 

Pekka Kotilainen, PLC-
water Data Manager 

4 Status of reporting of 2012 PLC data reporting Pekka Kotilainen, PLC-
water Data Manager 

5 Progress with the BASE project: Implementation of the Baltic 
Sea Action Plan 

Natalia Oblomkova, Russia 

6 Revision of the final report of the PLC-6 intercalibration activity Susanne Boutrup, Denmark 

7 Progress with the implementation of the PLUS Project on 
Development of a HELCOM Pollution Load User System 

Pekka Kotilainen, PLC-
water Data Manager 

8 Assessment of HELCOM list of priority substances in relation to 
PLC 

Susanne Boutrup, Denmark 

9 Results of joint the Finnish-Polish sampling from 
phosphogypsum stacks in Poland 

Antti Räike, Finland 

10 Annual reporting to HELCOM on atmospheric supply of 
nitrogen, lead, cadmium, mercury and dioxins/furans to the 
Baltic Sea 

Jerzy Bartnicki, EMEP MSC-
West 

11 Scale Dependency Analysis of Atmospheric Pollutants with 
EMEP MSC-W Model 

Semeena Valiyaveetil 
Shamsudheen, EMEP MSC-
West 

12 Information on monitoring of atmospheric deposition of 
phosphorus at Utö 

Tuija Ruoho-Airola, Finland 

13 Main results of the final report of the research project 
BalticPOPs “Managing the dioxin problem in the Baltic region 
with focus on sources to air and fish” 

Lars Sonesten, Sweden 

14 Develop new data deliverables on selected hazardous 
substances 

Alexey Gusev, EMEPMSC-
East 

15 Estimation of loads of selected hazardous substances made by 
the project on Control of hazardous substances in the Baltic Sea 
region (COHIBA) 

Mikhail Durkin, HELCOM 
Secretariat 

16 Projected effect of climate and climate change on ammonia 
emissions of Europe 

Kaj Mantzius Hansen, 
Denmark 

17 Effects of climate change on atmospheric nitrogen deposition 
to the Baltic Sea  

Jerzy Bartnicki, EMEP MSC-
West 

18 Effects of implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol on 
nitrogen deposition to the Baltic Sea 

Jerzy Bartnicki, EMEP MSC-
West 

19 Atmospheric nitrogen deposition to the Baltic Sea towards 2020 
calculated by Denmark 

Kaj Mantzius Hansen, 
Denmark 

20 Proposal by Germany on how to maximize the benefits of the 
implementation of the Gothenburg Protocol for the 
achievement of the nitrogen reduction targets of the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan 

Wera Leujak, Germany 

 


